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03 - FLIGHT PLAN AND CLEARANCE IFR COMMS - IFR RADIOTELEPHONY MANUAL

The flight plan and the clearance

Every IFR flight starts with a flight plan submitted with the notice required by the rules (SERA.4001; as
a general rule, at least 60 minutes before the estimated off-block time) and accepted by the system.
With it, air traffic control prepares the elearance you will receive by radio before taxiing. The clearance
is the contract for the flight: it tells you how far you are cleared, by which route, at what level and how to
make contact after departure.

To write it down quickly and without omissions, use the CRAFT rule:

R A F T

Clearance limit Route and SID Altitude / level Frequency Transponder code

Example: C Valdelobos - R SOMIR 2A, flight planned route - A 5000 ft - F 120.250 - T 4521

The CRAFT rule for writing down a departure clearance. ATC may transmit the items in a different order.

E] REGULATION - SERA.8015

Depending on the case, the clearance contains: aircraft identification, clearance limit, route, levels
for the whole flight or part of it, and any necessary instructions and information, such as the stand-
ard instrument departure (SID), the SSR code or the frequency. The route clearance must always
be read back.

Before you call: ATIS and preparation

Before requesting your clearance, listen to the ATIS and prepare the cockpit. The call will then be short
and you can give all your attention to writing it down.

PREPARE WHY

ATIS copied Information letter, runway in use, ONH, transition level.

Flight plan in the 61000 Route and expected SID loaded, to compare with the clearance.
SID chart Initial altitude, restrictions and departure frequency.

Clearance sheet The five CRAFT boxes already written out.
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83 - FLIGHT PLAN AND CLEARANCE IFR COMHS - IFR RADIOTELEPHONY MANUAL

@ Instructor's tip - template
ATIS —— -RWY ___-DNH ____

c
S —
(R vEXPECT .
Rl LD

Requesting, writing down and reading back the clearance

At airports with a clearance delivery frequency, request your clearance there. Where there is none, re-
quest it from ground or tower. The call includes aircraft type, position, destination, the ATIS letter and
your reguest.

Requesting and receiving the IFR clearance

PLT Arbazo Delivery, EC-ABC, DA40 at the general aviation apron, IFR to Valdelobos, information Lima,
request clearance.

ATC EC-ABC, cleared to Valdelobos, SOMIR two Alfa departure, flight planned route, climb to altitude five
thousand feet, expect flight level one hundred ten minutes after departure, departure frequency one
two zero decimal two five zero, squawk four five two one.

PLT Cleared to Valdelobos, SOMIR two Alfa departure, flight planned route, altitude five thousand feet,
flight level one hundred ten minutes after departure, one two zero decimal two five zero, squawk four
five two one, EC-ABC.

ATC EC-ABC, readback correct, contact Arbazo Ground one two one decimal seven.

PLT Arbazo Ground one two one decimal seven, EC-ABC.

The “expected’ taclearance toclimb: itis st for your planning. If you lose communicatio ly the

rocedure published on the SID chart or that of SERA. (Chapter 3). Climb only to the ¢

Correcting a wrong readback

PLT ...squawk four five one two, EC-ABC.
ATC EC-ABC, negative, squawk four five two one.
PLT Squawk four five two one, EC-ABC.
tis enough to repeat the corrected item. If you are unsure of any item, ask for it specifically: "say again squawk”.

© CcoMMON ERROR - CONFUSING “CLEARED” WITH “EXPECT”

"Expect flight level one hundred” is a forecast, not a clearance. Your cleared level is the last one
you were given with “climb”.
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08 - APPROACH AND MISSED APPROACH IFR COMHS - IFR RADIOTELEPHONY MANUAL

Approach clearance and “established”

The approach clearance always names the type of approach and the runway. With it, the pilot may des-
cend according to the published chart profile from the point at which the aircraft joins the procedure.
Until you hear it, maintain the last cleared level or altitude.

-)) Vectors to the ILS
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ATC EC-ABC, turn right heading two four zero, descend to altitude three thousand feet, ONH one zero one %
five, vectoring for ILS approach runway two seven. E
=
PLT Right heading two four zero, descending to altitude three thousand feet, ONH one zero one five, EC- =
ABC. =
ATC EC-ABC, eight miles from touchdown, turn right heading two five five, cleared ILS approach runway
two seven, report established on the localizer. i
=
PLT Right heading two five five, cleared ILS approach runway two seven, wilco, EC-ABC. E
o
PLT EC-ABC, established on the localizer. 4]
]
1
ATC EC-ABC, contact Valdelobos Tower one one eight decimal seven. =
PLT One one eight decimal seven, EC-ABC. =
Heading, altitude, QNH and the approach clearance are read back. On an intercept heading, do not descend on the glide path
until established on the localizer @
(]
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L CAUTION - INTERCEPT HEADING WITHOUT AN APPROACH CLEARANCE E
=]
If you are given a heading that crosses the localizer without an instruction to intercept it or to “re- =
port established”, and without an approach clearance, do not turn onto the course on your own: &
maintain heading and altitude and ask. If you have been told to intercept or to report established
but have not been cleared for the approach, establish on the localizer and do not descend on the =
Ll
. - " o -
glide path until you hear “cleared ... approach”. o
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Valdelobos - runway 27 o ILS 27 localizer o
— - &
=
FAP =

1- “turn right heading 240, descend to 3000 ft, QNH 1015"
2 - “heading 255, cleared ILS approach runway 27, report established”
3 - “established on the localizer” -» contact Tower 118.700

Vectors to the ILS for runway 27 at Valdelobos: intercept heading, approach clearance and the “established”
report (schematic, not to scale).



